
Social Studies Syllabus
Eighth Grade Academy 2013-2014
Mrs. Jordan, (937) 389-9817, kjordan@daytonearlycollege.org, http://mrskjordan.weebly.com 
Greetings!  My name is Mrs. Jordan and I am the eighth grade Social Studies teacher at DECA.   I am a graduate of Virginia Union University, the University of Cincinnati College of Law, and I earned my Master’s in Education from the University of Dayton.  
Description
This course focuses on United States History and explores topics such as the beginning of the nation, the Revolutionary and Civil wars, slavery and industrialization.  Our textbook, History Alive! The United States Through Industrialism, contains hands-on activities for each chapter that place students directly into historical events and require students’ creativity while using logical and analytical thinking skills.  To further help students make connections to the past, we will also use resources such as movies, music and primary sources.  I am always available and encourage students to make time to see me if they need extra help.  Students should also regularly visit my classroom website (http://mrskjordan.weebly.com) for additional resources and information.
Technology
This Social Studies class will integrate various technologies.  Students and parents with mobile phone access will occasionally receive text messages and/or emails regarding upcoming activities and assignments in the classroom, and students may be asked to use mobile phones or the Internet to text or email homework responses, reply to surveys, or post information to classroom websites.  Additionally, students will be required to watch online videos for homework.  Students without internet access will be expected to make provisions to arrive early or stay after school, or visit a local library to complete online assignments.  If making these provisions is a problem please contact me so that I may make special arrangements for your student.  
Evaluation
· Tests/Quizzes (40%): Each chapter will include quizzes, both announced and unannounced.  Units will conclude with a final assessment or presentation that will involve researching or presenting knowledge gained from the chapter.  
· Class work/Projects (40%): Class work includes group and individual activities, handouts, and class notes. Students will also complete year-long scrapbooks for each unit of the textbook, along with other projects to enhance students’ knowledge of important concepts. Please see the Scrapbook Guidelines Addendum for more information regarding scrapbooks.
· Homework (15%): Homework will be assigned several nights of the week and will include videos, readings, projects, and worksheets.
· Binder Checks/Quizzes (5%): Binders will be checked regularly for organization. Binder quizzes may be announced or unannounced. 
Rules
Students are expected to follow the “DECA Student Code of Conduct” as printed in student planners.  Any failure to follow the rules will result in consequences as outlined in the JHS Discipline Plan.
Absences
If students miss class, obtaining homework and class work is the responsibility of the student.  When returning from an absence, students are to obtain the assignment/agenda from the sample Social Studies binder.  Students may also use Engrade, other classmates, or Mrs. Jordan for expected work.  Work assigned before an absence is due upon return to school.  Students are given one day for each day absent to make up missed work.
Homework
Missing homework will NOT be accepted after the due date.  Incomplete homework is treated as missing, and students will not receive credit for incomplete work.  Students with missing or incomplete homework must complete and turn in the Student Responsibility Card (pink slip).  Earning pink slips results in specific consequences as outlined in the JHS Discipline Plan.  Failure to turn in homework or complete a pink slip will result in a Level 2 demerit.
PARENT/STUDENT INFORMATION FORM
Parents and students, please complete the following and return to Mrs. Jordan
CONTACT INFORMATION
Student Name (please print)  ________________________________________________________
Student Cell Phone (if applicable)_____________________________________________________
Student Email Address _____________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (please print) __________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________  Cell Phone: ___________________________
Work Phone: ____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Email Address: _____________________________________________________
TECHNOLOGY SURVEY
My student has computer access (circle one):     YES        NO
My student has regular internet access (circle one):     YES      NO
*My student has a mobile phone (circle one):    YES      NO
My student has a smartphone, or can access the internet on their mobile phone (circle one):  
YES      NO
My student is able to text and receive texts on their mobile device (circle one):     YES      NO
I understand mobile phone access is NOT a requirement for this class.  However, I recognize students without internet access are expected to make accommodations for Internet access which may require staying after school or going to the library. I understand if making these provisions is a problem, I must contact Mrs. Jordan to make special arrangements for my student.
Student signature _____________________________________________ Date _______________
Parent signature ______________________________________________ Date _______________

